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Social and Natural 
Capital Come Together 
MOVING FROM THIS TO…
THIS!!
Natural Capital results -> Social Capital
• Hansen Creek Sub-Flood 
Control Zone formed in 
1982 
• Dredged eight time 
between 1983 and 2006
• Dredging only option 
proposed  




Success of the Alluvial Fan project:
• Successful abolishment of the Sub-flood control zone
• All parcels now in County wide Drainage Utility District which 
provides;
• Greater flexibility to address individual landowner concerns 
• Provide a source of funding for projects that can provide more 
than just flood relief 




















1998 $37,315 $240 $27
1999 $4,287 $17,077 $108
2000 $5,048 $0 $198
2001 $1,002 $0 $0
2002 $8,185 $1,255 $0
2003 $6,090 $100 $1,872
2004 $1,492 $0 $32,612
2005 $12,027 $0 $6,588
2006 $91,735 $0 $0 $210,000 $56,995 Dredging summer 2006
2007 $20,850 $0 $0
2008 $8,327 $0 $0 $75,000 Donated Logs 
2009 $7,408 $0 $0 $125,000
2010 $7,744 $0 $0 Hansen Creek Flood Zone abolished
Totals $211,511 $18,673 $41,404 $200,000 $210,000 $56,995 $738,583
Total spent per year $56,814.06
Total taxpayer money spent since Alluvial Fan installation in 2010 $0
Costs associated with Flood Control or Maintenance Dredging of Hansen Creek by Skagit 
County 1998- Present 
Taxpayer Savings: 
Reach 5: 
 Became the remaining 
reach listed in the plan 
that had no significant 
restoration project 
completed. 
 The area of the most 
habitat degradation 
Expanding the Reach
Reach 5 – Social Capital investing in Natural Capital
Herrera's Modelling results
 County hired 
Herrera in 2010 to 
begin looking at 
options  
Reach 5: 
 In 2011, using funding from 
SRFB and Skagit County, 
SRSC acquired ~63 acres on 
Red Creek and Hansen 
Creek
 2012 30% design completed
 Plan accepted by local 
landowners
 2014 County received SRFB 
funding to complete final 
designs 
 Concurrently SRSC has 
funding and is acquiring 
parcel that will make the 
project a reality 
Reach 5 – Social 
Capital investing in 
Natural Capital
• Corrected sediment deposition problems and reduced flooding
• Enhanced fish habitat
• Jobs  created  ~23 full time and 4 part time
• Balance the plan with land use
• Abolishment  of Hansen Creek Sub-Flood Control Zone
• The SFCZ was included in the Countywide Drainage Utility 
District
• The catalyst for moving ahead on a project in Reach 5.  
Hansen Creek Alluvial Fan and Wetland 
Restoration Project has resulted in:
The Hansen Creek Management Plan has been a guiding
document as Skagit County, the Upper Skagit Indian Tribe,
Skagit River System Cooperative and others have worked
towards the restoration of the Hansen Creek watershed
while addressing the needs of local landowners.
Panel Discussion 
